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Mathematics major, Religion minor, sophomore

MTH 131.03

Journal #1


When I first signed up for Differential Equations I thought that the class would be the usual dry, straightforward math class of which a textbook and a pencil would be the main tools.  As soon as I stepped into the “interactive” classroom I knew right away that this was not going to be a typical math course.  Although I am not excellent with computers I am really pumped for the course now.  The students in the class are interesting people as well (even though they are not math majors like me).  As far as the material, I am excited to finally start seeing some real applications to calculus.

MTH 131.03

Journal #2


Unfortunately I had left after school on Friday to go to Winston-Salem to see the Wake Forest game before I could send out my journal.  For that I deeply apologize.  As for the week, Wednesday was strange because the substitute professor did not show up to class.  I decided to try to do the homework on my own and I was able to do most of it.  Professor [substitute’s name] lecture on Friday attempted to encompass both lessons, but to be honest he did not do that excellent of a job of explaining both sections.  He is a very good math teacher nonetheless.  As of now, most of this has been review, but I can’t wait until it becomes more complex.

MTH 131.03

Journal #3


The work this week was fairly straightforward.  Having class cancelled on Wednesday [all-time record snowfall] probably didn’t have much of an effect on the class as a whole.  I’m not completely familiar with Maple yet, but I plan on being proficient by next week.  See you on Monday.

MTH 131.03

Journal 4


I enjoyed class this week.  Working on those problems in class was actually fun.  Although I feel the class is going a little slowly, I feel like I am being properly educated in differential equations.  The computer project this week was somewhat rough due to some problems with my partner, but all in all everything worked out.  

MTH 131.03

Journal 5


I enjoyed doing the computer modules this week.  Somehow doing math on the computer is fun.  The work is still manageable and the grading is quite fair.  I’m pleased with how the class is progressing as a whole.  

MTH 131.03

  




    Journal 6


This week in class we made “history” by performing the first spring experiment in the interactive computer classroom.  It was actually a pretty cool thing, but I have already done experiments like one we did on Wednesday in high school.  Still, it was interesting how changing the dampening curve values in the module changed the corresponding curve.  In conclusion, I think I’m ready for the test next week.

MTH 131.03

Journal 7


Well, I thought that the take home test was really fair.  It wasn’t simple, it wasn’t too difficult.  It tested what I knew.  Other than that, I enjoyed the module that we started today.  I loved linear algebra and I’m already cruising through this module.  I am starting to really enjoy this class in general.  The setup is unique in that there is groupwork and computer work as well.  I’m glad that I am taking it.

MTH131.03

Week 8


This week I completely forgot to do my journal on time, but thankfully I remembered late Sunday night.  Last week was kind of slow.  I already finished the module due for next Wednesday.  I’m starting to think that there is a little too much homework for the class.  It just takes a really long time to do each section of work.  Other than that, things are going well.

MTH131.03

Journal #9


Unfortunately I forgot once again to submit my journal on time, especially since I left early for break and missed Friday’s class.  This week was a little frustrating, but I got through it.  I am a little dismayed that there is an assignment due the Monday we return from break, but I guess that we have to get through the material somehow.  Oh well, back to spring break/

MTH 131.03





Journal 10


This week went by slowly since I had to get back into the swing of things.  My spring break was incredible, so easing back into math was a little difficult.   Nevertheless, my partner and I got our module done after a good while.  The worksheet didn’t take that long, and in fact I really enjoy my 4-person group.  We got started on the newest module today because we were a little behind from last time.  I’m feeling good about the class right now and I’m ready to push it right into the home stretch.  Sorry you’re a little under the weather Professor Smith.

MTH 131.03

Journal #11

This week was long and hard for me, but largely for reasons not dealing with this class.  For the most part, the modules this week weren’t that bad, and neither was the worksheet.  At this point I feel as if I have a fairly solid grasp on oscillator equations, and in fact I think I could solve most qualitative problems by inspection.  I hope we get to do some more hands on experiments with this stuff—maybe even building a radio or something like that.  By the way, the best part of this week in the class was figuring out how radios work by resonance.  It kind of blew me away.  Next week is another week.

MTH 131.03

Journal 11


This week [partner’s name] and I finished up the module fairly quickly.  It was a pretty simple and straightforward module.  Today we started the Van der Pol equations module.  As of yet, Van der Pol equations are fast becoming a close second in coolness to the Lorenz Equations.  I think they’ll have to duke it out in the end to see who will be the king of linear systems [nonlinear?].  I like the direction the class is going right now and I think I’ll be prepared for the second take home test as well as the final.  I had a formal last night and a presentation this morning—I am going to bed.

MTH131.03

Journal 13


I am about to embark on a great journey.  It is down a road that few have taken.  I am scared.  It is the second take home test, and it begins now.  It may take me to all parts of the world to truly solve for its inner wisdom, but in the end I will prevail.  This week was good.  The module was fairly easy.  Next week will be even easier with the take home being done.  The year is almost wrapping up and I’m ready.

MTH 131.03

Journal #14


This week we learned some stuff that seemed rather incongruent with the material we’ve had thus far.  Maybe it wasn’t exactly incongruent, just different.  The one-dimensional heat equation was actually pretty cool as it models the situation of a pipe and adjusted heat levels quite perfectly.  The fourier series stuff that we did was a little more abstract than the typical stuff that we do, but it was still fairly simple to understand.  Otherwise, I didn’t think that the take home test was terribly unfair, but there were a few stumbling blocks which I had to traverse before I could turn in the exam.  I think I took care of those pretty well.  Other than that, I think I’m ready for the final.  I actually wish that it wasn’t a take-home exam and was an in-class exam instead (I do better under pressure), but I’m not going to complain.  

